
 advantage  mAY/JunE  2011  advantagemagazine.ca10

up fronT ExEcutivE PROfilE

revamping an industry

As the president and CEO of Sandstorm Re-
sources and Sandstorm Metals & Energy, Nolan 
Watson is working to revolutionize the resource-
streaming business model. Watson’s current 
work expands on the framework conceptualized 
five years ago at Silver Wheaton, where Nolan 
served as CFO. In addition, Nolan is the found-
er of Nations Cry, a philanthropic organization 
bringing schools to Sierra Leone and El Salva-
dor. Oh, did we mention that he’s only 31?

How have your companies evolved  
the industry?
The metal-streaming business model started 
in the mining industry five years ago at Silver 
Wheaton, where I was the first employee and 
served as the CFO. Since then, three gold-
streaming companies have been established, in-
cluding Sandstorm, but there are no other base 
metal-streaming, energy-streaming, or bulk-
commodity streaming. So Sandstorm Metals 
& Energy is the first of its kind in the world. 

Why the drive towards philanthropy?
I’ve always had a philanthropic bent. I want-
ed to drop out of business school when I was 
younger to be a humanitarian. But my father 
told me I’d be a much more successful humani-
tarian if I was a successful businessman first.

To you, what are the benefits in 
regards to being a Ceo vs. a Cfo?
As a CEO, you have to consider everything that 
a CFO considers—raising capital, ensuring 
contracts are structured properly—but with an 
emphasis on business development and finding 
other companies who want to work with you. I 
enjoy acting as CEO quite a bit more. I spend 
less of my time behind a desk and more of my 
time talking with people. That’s really what I 
enjoy about any job—the ability to deal with 
people and talk with them on a daily basis.

What websites do you check daily?
GlobeInvestor.com and Kitco.com.

What are some key strategies you use 
in the development of your company?
To create a successful organization, often you 

have to be able to structure a process that allows 
an organization to thrive without you. I spend a 
lot of time finding and putting the right people 
in place so that they’re empowered to act. 

Who are some of your business 
influences?
Stewart Watson, my father—he was the CEO 
of a number of different private companies; 
Glenn Ives, chairman of Deloitte Canada; and 
Ian Telfer, chairman of Goldcorp Inc. and of 
the World Gold Council.

What do you do with your free time?
I spend most of my time outside of the office, 
playing with my kids. I’m one of those guys who 
likes to spend lots of time with my family. I’ve 
got a wonderful wife and two beautiful daughters.

As such a young Ceo, what are your 

future ambitions and goals?
I honestly believe that Sandstorm, especially 
Sandstorm Metals & Energy, has the potential 
to be one of the largest companies in Canada. 
Period. I plan on realizing that.

Your favourite movie?
Gladiator.

What’s your ‘de-stress’ method?
The drive home. I live 45 minutes outside of the 
city, and while driving I stick on the radio to 
decompress—people can’t pop into my office 
and my kids can’t interrupt me—so that by the 
time I get home I’m de-stressed.

Wayne Gretzky or Bobby orr?
Definitely Wayne Gretzky. In fact, I’ve got a 
signed Wayne Gretzky Jersey hanging above 
my home-office desk.
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You probably haven’t heard of nolan Watson, but his companies 
are practically inventing the resource-streaming industry
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